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1 Moore Green,
Aux Red Cross Hospital,
Moseley, Birmingham.
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Dear Alex:

Received a letter from your yesterday, Jjust
before I left the First Birmingham and believe me old man, I
was glad to hear from you. 1 have certainly heen one of the
lucky ones so far in this great war and If 1 am ever lucky
enough to have a Kiddie and he says "What did you do daddy,"
Lathdnk I.eon 883,  Ohy. 8 li;tkgzo{§¢v6rything.“—f ————

Since last February, I have seen quite a 10%
of the line and there are not many spots we have not seen. Our
initiation was at Loos, in front of Lens and he used to Minnie
us there to beat the dic?ens. But I guess by all reports, Loos
is about Bomb Proof now as he ie kicked out of Lens, ete. From
there we went up to La Somme when Fritz came over there. After
that we were shot back to Arras- and around there has been our
home ever since. Wihile :in Arfas I was on raids covering
parties, outposts and about every job a person could get,

We were 1in at a place called Telegraph Hill,
(ot the one o Haukley) obout the lst of Bugust .nd mex. cx
pecting to do 24 days, but about the 3rd. we were relieved hyr
Imp. 2nd we went on another jaunt and believe me cld man ve
never had the slightest idea where we were going. On the 6th,
we arrived at a place sbout 6 kileos from Villers Bretteneaux
and even then we did not know what was doing. /e moved up to

illers Brebttineaux on the night of the 6th and were "suck-

in s@lars ete., ail of Ghe Yth. On the night of Lhe
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7th, we went up to our positions, which was represented by a
white tape Just behind the front line. Ve arrived there abhout

2 AJM. and as the zero was 4:20, most of us got a little sleep.
The morning of the 8th was very lazy and I think it saved our
casualties a good deal. At 4:20, the heaven and earth and
everything seemed to ﬁove; tanks had already moved up into
position and-that barrage was immense. Qur battalien had to

zo to the second objective, so we did not have to start until

about & half hour after the barrace started. Vhile we were

waitineg, I saw some of the funniest sights it has ever been

my pleasure to see. Ten minutes after that barrage started,
Pritzs were coming over in batches, twenty or thirty in a bunech,
and they had their wind up so ﬁad. they did not know whether
they were on an aeroplan or how they were coming. They got

the first objective, B5500-  yards, about 5:30 and up tc there it
was just a waelk over, although the previous wave had some hard
fighting against M.G. It was just as were were getting in

A, forWigtion,after passinc the first, that I got mine and she"

was n dendy; rather a lsrge flesh wound on *he left upper afm,
It got part of my musele, but even now I can use my arm and I L

am afraid if they do not end this war darn quick, I will be

over there agaln Scon.
I am certaihly going to try and connect
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somewhere over here a8 a Lewis Gun Igstructor. 1 sure know g

that job and have seen enough of France,
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mrray was right beside me when I was 4
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